
 
 

Specials > FONS ÀUDIO 
 
The Specials podcasts focus on projects by artists and 
curators who have some kind of connection to the Museum's 
programming and the MACBA Collection. Conceived as an 
audiovisual project, FONS ÀUDIO is a documentary series in 
which artists from the MACBA Collection talk about their 
work.  

FONS ÀUDIO #37 
Manolo Laguillo 
  
Manolo Laguillo is a photographer, essayist and professor of photography in the 
Fine Arts Faculty, Universitat de Barcelona. His stark, deserted urban 
representations illustrate processes of change in the contemporary metropolis. In 
FONS AUDIO #37 Manolo Laguillo talks about his methods of working with large 
format cameras, about his walks in the city outskirts, about puddles, asphalt and 
ruins, about the qualities of colour and black and white, the sensuality of prints 
on paper, and the links between music and photography.  

 

01. Summary 
 
Manolo Laguillo (Madrid, 1953) is a key figure in the field of urban documentary 
photography in Spain. In the late seventies and early eighties, a new documentary 
photography movement spread through several European and North American 
cities. Its spirit was captured in the emblematic exhibition New Topographics. 
Photographs of a Man-Altered Landscape, curated by William Jenkins at George 
Eastman House in Rochester (1975), with the participation of Robert Adams, 
Stephen Shore, Lewis Baltz and German photographers Bernd and Hilla Becher, 
among others.  
 
The ‘new topography’ redefined the fundamentals of classic documentary and 
naturalistic landscape photography, opting for new critical representations of 
urban transformation processes in the post-industrial era. This new critical 
documentary approach marked ‘a fundamental change in the way landscape was 
perceived both as a subject for photography and as a social and cultural 
question.’1 In the early eighties, a number of photographers in Barcelona more or 
less consciously adopted this street documentary approach that trained the lens 
on the under-represented: the group included Manolo Laguillo and Humberto 
Rivas above all, but also Jordi Sarrà, Ferran Freixa, Jordi Guillumet and Joan 
Fontcuberta to some extent.  
 
In 1978, together with Humberto Rivas, Laguillo began to photograph the 
outskirts of Barcelona: the industrial area of Poblenou, the industrial estates of 
the Besòs, the Port and its surroundings, and also the fringes of the Eixample and 
Sant Gervasi. With his large format camera, Laguillo shaped a dry and refined 
style based on frontal framing, simple geometries, and painstaking attention to 
angles and to the density of light. He captured the vague, deserted, non-
productive territories, buildings under construction and seemingly obsolete 
realities that the metropolis consistently pushes into the margins. In the nineties, 
he produced images of Barcelona’s Olympic and post-Olympic urban renewal: the 
new skyline of Diagonal, Ronda de Dalt, the Olympic area, Vall d’Hebron, 
Montjuïc stadium and Bellvitge. He gradually began to introduce foreshortening 
in his photographs and to raise their horizons. His landscapes remained 
uninhabited, but as the foreground expanded his photos became ‘grounded’, as 
he himself described it.  
 
Laguillo played a crucial and pioneering role in the formulation of a new model 
representing the Catalan capital and its ongoing changes. A model that is the 
antithesis of the famous ‘Barcelona brand’ and instead of presenting a glossy 
surface reveals the cracks and incongruities in contemporary speculative 
urbanism. This same incisive gaze allowed him to portray the wastelands of other 
major cities such as Madrid, Bilbao, Berlin, and New York.  
 
Another key aspect of Laguillo’s work is his fruitful dialogue with architecture. 
From 1984 to 1992, he has been documenting the work processes of architects 
Josep Lluís Mateo, Josep Llinàs, Eduard Bru and Ábalos & Herreros, defining a 
new way of interpreting the discipline through a descriptive style with a certain 
tendency to objectivity.  
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[Manolo Laguillo during the interview. Photo: Gemma Planell/MACBA, 2015]  
 
 

 
Manolo Laguillo has had an outstanding teaching career, both as a professor at 
the Universitat de Barcelona and through his participation in numerous seminars, 
congresses and workshops in cities around the world. He has curated photography 
exhibitions and published several books, including El Sistema de Zonas: Control 
del tono fotográfico (1988) –the only book in Spanish on the Zone System – and 
¿Por qué fotografiar? Escritos de circunstancias 1982-1994 (1995).  
 
His work can be found in numerous private collections and at the Bibliothèque 
nationale de France (Paris), Consejo Mexicano de la Fotografía (Mexico City), 
FRAC Lyon (France), Fundació La Caixa (Barcelona), IVAM (Valencia), MACBA 
(Barcelona), MNAC (Barcelona) and MNCARS (Madrid), among others. He has 
participated in many solo and group shows, including Barcelona 1978-1997. 
Manolo Laguillo (MACBA, Barcelona, 2008); Manolo Laguillo. Razón y ciudad 
(Fundación ICO, Madrid, 2013) and One Way Street (1992) (Casa sin Fin, 
Madrid, 2013).  
 
1 Press release for the New Topographics exhibition at the Museo de Bellas Artes de Bilbao (2011-
2012), p.1. https://www.museobilbao.com/pdf/dossier_NT_Cast.pdf 
 
 

02. Related links 
 
Manolo Laguillo at the MACBA Collection  
www.macba.cat/en/laguillo-manolo 
 
Manolo Laguillo at the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía (MNCARS), 
Madrid  
www.museoreinasofia.es/en/coleccion/autor/laguillo-manolo 
 
Barcelona 1978-1997. Manolo Laguillo, exhibition at MACBA, Barcelona (2007) 
www.macba.cat/en/exhibition-manolo-laguillo 
 
One Way Street (1992), exhibition at Casa sin fin, Madrid (2013) 
www.casasinfin.com/manolo-laguillo/ 
 
Laguillo, Manolo Lavapiés, julio-agosto, 2014, exhibition at Casa sin fin, Madrid 
(2014)  
www.casasinfin.com/manolo-laguillo-lavapies/ 
  
 

03. Credits and license 
 
Produced by Dolores Acebal and Lucrecia Dalt. Voice: Lucrecia Dalt. 
Documentation and interview: Jorge Ribalta. Recorded with Beyerdynamic MC 
930, a Tascam DR-100 recorder and edited with Ableton. 
 
 

04. License 
 
2015. This podcast is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License. 
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